Attachment

Rem/ﬁ’nj the Lewiston af ?W] Youth

by Richard Scully, longtime Lewiston resident

Prior to 1975, outdoor life in Lewiston-Clavkston was a ﬂl"ﬂl’lﬁ/ adventare! Clarkston had a namber of
mm@ beaches from the "Three Ponds comﬁfex “near the joé[ course on upriver fo the ?@ﬁ/mw/ heach out
fmm 7—@%[&”’;&/ Avenue, The /mye.vf and most heavily used heach @ swimmers was the Clarkston beach,
the remmants of which is now called Chestnut beach, Each summer it was covered with swimmers, ejfzecz’a@
ﬁgﬁ schoolers, Clarkston beach was e)(ce/Jﬁom@ /mye and had a ﬁ'fejmm/ stand, a ][ﬂmﬁqg deck with a
&ﬂ'w’nﬂ bhoard, a sandstone concession stand and a grassy pm@‘m’f J'fe/u' away. Reach View Park, J’m’f up
the hill ﬁﬂom Clarkston beach was very ﬁopu/mﬂ ][01" [icnics for ﬁunjiy swimmers, ?/{gﬁfﬂmf beach was

moderate sized and was often used @ boaters as well as swimmers,

Lewiston Beach was /irec@ across the river from Clarkston Beach, had fewer swimmers and was often used
as a hase for water J‘éiiry, The Hells Canyon Boat Club, which had a /mye meméem‘ﬁi/a of local boaters,
was housed in a brick ém’/pﬁnﬂ at the upper end 0][ Lewiston Beach, For a time in the 19601‘ my dnd was

the club "commadore”.

Some 0][ the ﬁiﬂﬁycﬁooém' liked to swim ﬁﬂom state to state, between Lewiston Beach and Clarkston Beach,
Another rea@ fun activity was inne#fuéinﬂ from Asofin to Lewiston or Clarkston—a distance of 6 miles,

There were some e;(ciz‘inﬂ mpm@ fo /)/ﬂy in: The Snake River Ka/vm@ under the Blue Bri@e, another
hetween the Clarkston Beach and Trade Winds Marina and a thivd out }[mm KOZE Radio Station.
The m/)m@ were mild at low-flow but could e exciting /mﬂiry the spring runoff season.

Boating on the viver was a éy attraction, just for ﬁ[em’mﬂe or for ﬁjﬁmﬂ or J'ﬁiinj, Many vesidents and
visitors water-skied on the river, Clarkston had three marinas, one was the Trade Winds WMarina, which
was ﬂgfﬂcem‘ to the Wild Goose Tavern and Dance Hall, a wild ﬁ/ﬂce on a \S’ﬂfmﬂ/ay nijﬁf/ The other
Wmﬁinﬂfon side marinas were Qeschanes, across the river ﬁﬂom the current Elks L’o@e and Shadow Park
Marina in Asotin, The Lewiston side had two marinas, Va//ey Boat and Motor not far upriver from the
Rlue ﬂrip@e and Grasser's Marina near where the Speer Bullet 'Facfo;y is located. Vﬂ//ey Boat and
Motor also built a f/oaﬁrig tavern called the Barge~inn, which hecame a very po/m/mﬂ ﬁm’igom‘ for boaters
and others. Al of these marinas were primfe@ owned, some had hoat mechanic J'ﬁoﬁy, and all had covered
hoat J'ﬂ'pj' fo rent Fla/ﬁﬁ’ﬁona@, Lewiston had a /)MM’C hoat lnunch at Kiwanis Park, across Snake River



Avenue from the current River View Marina, Had River View Marina existed before the reservoir dikes
were huilt, it would ﬂcfua@ have had a "viver view"!

Before the natural shoreline was buried under Lower Granite Reservoir and rep/ace&/ with /mye J'ﬁmﬂp-
E@M/ boulders (called rip mﬁ], there were innumerable spots for éimﬁwafcﬁmﬂ, or wa/ﬁi;zg ﬂfory the
riueiﬂéﬂnk to ex/;@re or ﬁjﬁ Tﬁe riueréané was ue;y aé’uem'e, wifﬁ wi//ow jmt/ey, ﬂmue/ éam', mc@ poz'm‘y
and- 5‘/0@55‘ in addition to beaches /mye and small. The in-tact riparian zone a/ng the river was home fo
many species of birds and beautiful butterflies inc/w/iry Monarch, Viceroy, Morning Cloak and Tiger
Swallowtail, You énew me'@ had arrived when you heard :ﬂeaﬂwi@ Wﬂc@im& m/ﬁ'nﬂ ﬁﬂom the willows
/amc///ziminﬂ ownem'ﬁip of nesting sites.

There were several islands in the rivers that were we/ﬁuejefﬂfe/ with sheubs, willows and cottonwood trees,
great p/ﬂcey of solitude, where one could throw out a line and cateh a mixture of bass, catfish and native non-
game ish, The Snake River between Lewiston and Clarkston had the ﬁerfect‘ current and p/eﬁfﬁ ﬁw
steelhead drift ﬁ}'ﬁi@wﬂ// the way from the town of Asotin to the mouth of the Clearwater.

The Clearwater River islands had sheltered 5@;’ that prawb/e/ Aesirable habitat for smallmouth bass

fi ﬁny Hollbrook Jstand was a po/m/mﬂ ﬁjﬁmj island, There were ﬂao/ steelhead | ]@ ﬁjﬁwy runs out from
jmue/ bhars hetween the Memorial Bri@e and the mouth 0/[ the Clearwater River. The small 9)'/&1}%0’00’1‘
upsstream from the mouth of the Clearwater was a great p/ace fo sef out /ewyy for duck ﬁunﬁ@.

On the Snake River there was a /mye isloand out ﬁﬂom the KOZE radio station where we hunted rabbits,
ducks and doves, The island under the Blue @riﬁ@e continued down to the mouth of the Clearwater, There
was a small, abandoned cabin on the north end of the island that was interesting to ex/o@re,

9 consider myxeé[ very /Mc@ to have  grown up in Lewiston &/mﬂi@ this time of p/enfy.

Photos for inclusion on this page: Richard Scully as a teenager holding fish (there

are 3 photos; would not have to use them all)—see separate email from Lori
3/29/26



